
Census 2000 Race and Ethnicity Data
Background
In response to legislative and administrative requirements, the
Office of Management and Budget (OMB) in 1977 issued race
and ethnic standards.  These standards established four racial
categories, which included: American Indian and Alaskan Native;
Asian or Pacific Islander; Black; and White.  In addition, two
ethnicity categories were established: Hispanic origin and Not of
Hispanic origin.  Since 1977 the racial and ethnic makeup of the
country has changed, raising concerns that those standards did
not reflect the diversity of the country's population.  In response to
this criticism, the OMB recently appointed an Interagency
Committee for the Review of Racial and Ethnic Standards.  The
members of the Committee included representatives of more than
30 agencies that covered the many diverse federal requirements
for data on race and ethnicity.  The OMB accepted almost all of
the recommendations of the Interagency Committee, resulting in
changes to the 1977 standards.

New Race and Ethnicity Standards
In October of 1997, OMB announced the revised standards for
federal data on race and ethnicity.  The minimum categories for
race are now: American Indian or Alaskan Native; Asian; Native
Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander; Black or African American; and
White.  The OMB adopted the Interagency Committee's
recommendation to allow respondents to select one or more
races when they self-identify on the 2000 questionnaire.  With the
OMB's approval, the Census 2000 questionnaires also included a
sixth category: Some Other Race.  The two minimum categories
for ethnicity included: Hispanic or Latino and Not Hispanic or
Latino.

Census 2000 Data Tabulation
For Census 2000, 63 possible combinations of the six basic racial
categories exist, including six categories for those who report
exactly one race, and 57 categories for those who report two or
more races.  These categories will be the basic presentation for
the PL 94-171 redistricting file. 

In some other presentations, the 57 combinations of two or more
races will be collapsed into a category called "Two or More
Races," resulting in seven mutually exclusive and exhaustive

racial categories.  These include: American Indian
and Alaska Native Alone; Asian Alone; Black or

African American Alone; Native
Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander
Alone; Some Other Race Alone;
White Alone; and Two or More
Races.  This approach is a tally of
all respondents and sums to 100
percent of the total population.

By January 1, 2003 all data
collections by the Census Bureau
must comply with the OMB
standards for data on race and
ethnicity.

For more information on Census
2000 race and ethnicity estimates,
visit the Census Bureau's web site
at www.census.gov, or contact the
State Data Center at 
(801) 538-1036.  

1999 Highlights
The 1999 race and Hispanic origin estimates were recently
released by the U.S. Census Bureau and can be found in the table
on page 5.  While Utah’s total population increased only 1.4% from
1998 to 1999, the state's minority population (White Hispanic,
Black, American Indian and Alaska Native, and Asian and Pacific
Islander) increased 4.4%.  In comparison, the United States' total
population increased 0.9%, and its minority population increased
2.4%.

Consistent with trends nationwide, Utah's population continues to
become more racially and ethnically diverse. As seen in the graph
below, Utah's minority population, as a percent of the total
population, has gone from 8.8% in 1990 to 11.4% in 1999.  While
Utah's population of White Non-Hispanics increased 19.6% from
1990 to 1999, the population in all other categories increased
60.1%.  The Hispanic population alone increased 78.1% in those
same years.

Correct Use of Race and Hispanic Origin Estimates
Race and ethnicity are separate and independent categories.
Everyone is classified as a member of one of the four race groups:

• White
• Black
• American Indian and Alaska Native
• Asian and Pacific Islander

Everyone is also classified as a member of an ethnicity group
(Hispanic, non-Hispanic).  Adding up all columns in the table on
page 5 will not equal the total.  In order to get the total, add only
the four race groups listed above.  Do not include the ethnicity
columns.

Throughout the United States, the Hispanic population is
predominately White. Because the  number of Hispanics in the
Black, American Indian & Alaska Native, and Asian & Pacific
Islander categories is relatively small and thus difficult to estimate
accurately at smaller levels of geography, the Census Bureau
divides only the White category by ethnicity.  Therefore, the total
number for the Black or other races may include people who
consider themselves Hispanic. The complete race by Hispanic
origin breakdown is available in the U.S. Census Bureau data sets.

1999 Estimates by Race and Ethnicity
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Racial and Ethnic Diversity in Utah: 1990-1999


